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PROHIBITION

these definitions applies to arithmetical pro-
gression, an example of which is 2, 4, 6, 8,10,
the increment being 2, The second refers to
geometrical progression, for example, 2, 4,
8, 16, 32, 64, in which the series progresses in
a constant ratio, the constant multiplier be-
ing 2.

PROGRESSIVE PARTY. See POLITICAL
PARTIES IN THE UNITED STATES.

PROHIBITION, the name applied gener-
ally to one of the greatest moral and economic
movements of modern times. Prohibition has
come to mean, specifically, abolition by law
of the privilege of manufacturing and selling
alcoholic beverages. It is the direct result of

first state in the Union to establish prohibition
as a permanent state policy. At the close
of the Civil War it was the only "dry"
state, but within a decade the national move-
ment to make liquor selling illegal began to
take form. In 1872 the first national conven-
tion of the Prohibition party was held, and
two years later the Woman's Christian Tem-
perance Union was organized. These or-
ganizations did not wield much political influ-
ence, but they were excellent channels for
propaganda against drink. A society which
has secured direct results through political
action is the Anti-Saloon League, organized
in 1893. It has worked on a non-partisan ba-

PROHIBITION AT THE TIME OF THE AMENDMENT

The states in white had already adopted state-wide prohibition. The "black areas in other-
wise white states represent saloon areas, the remainder of such states being1 under prohibition.
The first thirty-seven states to ratify the amendment, thirty-six being- necessary, are marked
by stars. The District of Columbia, Alaska, the Canal Zone, Porto Rico, Hawaii and the Vir-
gin Islands were also prohibition territory before the passage of the amendment.

the many serious abuses connected with the
sale of whisky, wine, beer and similar bever-
ages. The liquor traffic has been attacked
from the standpoint of religion, morality,
health and economics, often successfully over
small areas.

Prohibition in tlie United States. In the
American republic the abolition of slavery
was the paramount moral issue of the period
before and during the Civil War. Since the
war the crusade against liquor has held first
place in public interest. Maine, passing a
law which became effective in 1851, was the

sis, and for town or county local option as
well as for state and national prohibition.
After 1880 prohibitory laws began to be
passed in the Middle West, and early in the
new century the tide definitely turned against
liquor. The situation at the beginning of
1919 is shown by the accompanying map.
The friends of prohibition also pressed their
cause in the national Congress, and in Aug-
ust, 1917, the Senate passed a resolution to
submit to the states for ratification a Consti-
tutional amendment (the eighteenth) making
the United States "dry" territory. In Deeem-